Autonomy and care: respecting the wishes of the deceased patient.
In previous articles it has been established that a duty of care is owed to all those for whom we care, a duty not to cause harm, to continuously aim to provide the best possible care and treatment, to act at all times in the best interests of those for whom we care. This includes respecting the autonomous choices made by the person regarding the treatment of their body. Autonomy is the capacity to think, decide and act on the basis of such thought and decision, freely and independently (Gillon, 1986), in other words, deliberated self-rule.